STUDIES   IN   PROSE
and come to a conclusion. Beverting, then,
to my original question, what is the meaning
of letters, as contained, gentlemen, in the des-
ignation of your faculty, I have answered,
that by letters or literature is meant the
expression of thought in language, where by
"thought" I mean the ideas, feelings, views,
reasonings, and other operations of the human
mind. And the art of letters is the method
by which a speaker or writer brings out in
words, worthy of his subject, and sufficient
for his audience or readers, the thoughts which
impress him. Literature, then, is of a personal
character; it consists in the enunciations an<!
teachings of those who have a right to speak
as representatives of their kind, and in those
words their brethren find an interpretation ~
of their own sentiments, a record of their own
experience, and a suggestion for their own
judgments. A great author, gentlemen, is not
one who merely has a copia verborum, whether
in prose or verse, and can, as it were, turn on
at his will any number of splendid phrases
and swelling sentences; but he is one who has
something to say and knows how to say it.
I do not claim for him, as such, any great
depth of thought, or breadth of view, or phi-
losophy, or sagacity, or knowledge of human
nature, or experience of human life, tho these
additional gifts he may have, and the more he
has of them the greater he is; but I ascribe to
him, as his characteristic gift, in a large sense
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